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Reconstruct the Image of Ageing

Prof. Chan Yuen Ying
Director, Journalism and Media Study Centre,
The University of Hong Kong
(The following is a translation of excerpts of
an article provided by Prof. Chan)

1. Although we frequently promote respect for older persons, the media often inad-
vertently showed up older persons in a negative light, especially in television dra-
mas where it is rare that older persons are given a leading role. Although the Hong
Kong media do not describe older persons in derogatory terms, they are prone to
stereotyping. Older persons are usually portrayed as idle and querulous, attempt-
ing to do things beyond their ability, and they often appear in supporting roles in
television dramas.

2. The media is also class conscious. Older persons reported in a quandary are poor
people. Famous older persons would not be described as “old man” in the
newspaper. Same as the west, Hong Kong media workers are relatively young and
this has affected their perception of older persons.

3. In fact ageing is a continuum. It is not possible to segregate older and younger
persons. The current situation of the media stereotyping older persons is rooted
in society’s age-old perception about older persons, and the use of language rooted
in our traditional culture.

4. To reconstruct the image we need to create new language. To recast the media
and public construct of ageing we need to reconstitute our language.




