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Population Ageing in China and Implementation
of Work on Ageing

Mr. Li Baoku
Vice-minister, Ministry of Civil Affairs
Executive Deputy Director,
Office of China National Working Commission on Ageing
President, China National Committee on Ageing
(The following is a translation of excerpts of Mr. Li's speech)

1. China is the most populous nation in the world and also the country with the larg-
est number of older persons. Average life expectancy in China has risen from 35
years before the establishment of the People’s Republic of China to 71 years today.
At present, the number of persons aged 60 and over has reached 132,000,000,
over 10% of total population, making China an ageing country. According to
estimates, the older population of China would reach 400,000,000 by the middle of
this century, constituting 25% of total population. There are five characteristics
regarding population ageing in China: First is the large population of older per-
sons in absolute numbers. Second is rapid growth of the aged population. Third is
the large number of “older olds”. Fourth is the big difference in the pace of ageing
among regions. Fifth is population ageing outpacing socio-economic development,
a typical case of “getting old before getting rich”.

2. Since the first United Nations Assembly on Ageing in 1982, the Chinese Govern-
ment has implemented a series of major initiatives to meet the challenges of popu-
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lation ageing, these include the elderly rights protection act in 1996 (AR
MBI F AERIREE))and the “fifteenth” outline plan on the development of
ageing services in 2001 (REIZEREEER "+ R FHEIHZ )(2001-2005 %)), in-
corporating ageing services into national economic and social development plans.

. Ageing services in China have made considerable progress with the implementa-

tion of these initiatives. First is the establishment of an organizational structure for
ageing related work. Various levels of the Government have set up working com-
mittees on ageing to co-ordinate ageing services and large number of aged people
organizations to put into practice self-management, self-service and self-education.
Second is the formulation of basic policies and laws on the development of ageing
services. Third is the setting up of an old age security system appropriate to China’s
situation having regard to national, social, family and individual aspects. Fourth is
the rapid development of community old age services, emphasizing ageing ser-
vices at the community and grassroot levels. Fifth is strengthening the protection
of the rights of older people, providing legal sanctions for elder abuse and desertion.
Sixth is the gradual enrichment of older people’s spiritual and cultural life, rapid
development of education for older people and their increasing community par-

ticipation in social development.

. China adheres to the following principles when formulating ageing policies: first,

ageing services should tie in with national economic and social development, in-
corporating ageing services into the strategy for sustainable development; sec-
ond is ageing services should fit in with socialist market economic system; third is
joint family and social support for older persons; fourth is the union of legal and
moral sanctions; fifth is raising both the material and spiritual quality of life of older
people.

. The Chinese Government has defined the goal for the development of aged ser-

vices in the next five years, which is to quicken the pace of developing ageing
services, with emphasis on resolving outstanding problems, and bringing ageing
services to new levels so as to build a society for all ages. There are three implica-
tions for this goal: first is raising the quality of life of older persons, gradually real-
izing the UN principles of “independence, care, participation, self-fulfillment and
dignity” for older persons. Second is forging good inter-generational relationships,
promoting harmonious social development. Third is promoting a co-ordinated
socio-economic development to serve the greater sphere of reform, development
and stability.



