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This publication records the proceedings of the symposium on the “Chal-
lenges and Opportunities of an Ageing Population” organized by the Elderly Com-
mission (EC) on 8 June 2002. The symposium cum exhibition was held at the Conven-
tion Hall of the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre and received over 800
participants.

The EC is the principal advisory body of the Government of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region on policies and services for elders. Its main tasks are to
advise on the formulation of a comprehensive policy for older persons, co-ordinate
the planning and development of related programmes and services, recommend pri-

orities and monitor implementation.

The EC is grateful for the permission of our symposium speakers to repro-
duce their speeches and presentations. We have reproduced the full written speeches
where available, and provided excerpts from speakers’ presentations where written
speeches are not available. Chinese or English translations of the main points are

made as appropriate. The speeches and presentations can also be accessed at:

http://www.hwfb.gov.hk/hw/2002symposium/index_home.html
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The Annexure provide further information on the Symposium cum Exhibi-
tion and background information on population ageing in the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR). Annex A contains some relevant population statistics;
Annex B is the programme of the symposium; Annex C contains some of the exhibits
in the exhibition held alongside the symposium and five roving exhibitions staged
during June and July 2002 in various parts of Hong Kong. Annex D is a paper setting
out the strategies adopted by the Government of the HKSAR in the past five years to
improve the quality of life of our elders and outlining future directions to meet the
rising challenges of an ageing population. The paper was first distributed at the United
Nations (UN) Second World Assembly on Ageing (WAA2) held in Madrid in April 2002.
An updated version was distributed at the Asia Pacific Regional Follow-up Seminar to
the WAA2 organized by the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP) in Shanghai in September 2002.



